
	
 

2nd Annual NW NJ Rivers Conference 
2020 Workshops Day 2 

 

Keynote Address Nov. 13th, 11:30AM: 
Climate change impacts and New Jersey’s waters. 
Dr. David Robinson 
 

Day 2 - Workshop Session 1 
November 13th 9:10 – 10:10 

• "Drink, Fish, Swim": Water Quality and how we protect it. 
Nancy Roberts-Lawler & Ellen Kohler 
We use water to drink, for agriculture and industry, and for recreation—and wildlife has needs too. Our 
local streams and groundwater are the source of that water. In this session we will talk about what the 
science says about local water quality, what the law says about protecting water, and the threats to that 
protection. Learn the facts, and come discuss what we can do together to keep our neighborhoods great 
places to live, work, swim, fish and boat. 
 

• New Jersey Conservation Blueprint: How land development trends can be used for more 
effective land conservation planning and decisions. 
Dr. John Hasse & Eric Olsen 
This session will provide an overview of how the recently released NJ DEP 2015 Land Use/Land 
Cover dataset is being employed to analyze recent land use changes, evaluate municipal 
development trends and support better conservation planning. The panel will introduce how the 
data has been made more accessible to non-GIS experts through the open access NJ MAP platform 
and how the Conservation Blueprint has incorporated the data into its freely accessible geospatial 
tools. The session will include a live demo and Q&A. 
 

• Advocacy at the Municipal Level:  Understanding Municipal Land Use Law. 
Alex Ambrose, Elliott Ruga & Chris Miller 
The successful support or opposition of a proposed project at the municipal level requires an understanding 
of the protocols, language and jurisdictions set forth under New Jersey's Municipal Land Use Law, which 
delegates certain land use control powers of the State to municipalities. Find out how to be an effective 
advocate within the jurisdictional authority of a municipality's governing body and land use board. 



Day 2 - Workshop Session 2 

November 13th 10:20 – 11:20 
• Volunteer monitoring: How to survey streams and build volunteer monitoring capacity. 

Juniper Leifer & Erin Stretz 
Come to this workshop to learn the key steps for establishing a stream monitoring program in 
your township.  Participants will hear about the technical assistance and resources provided by the 
New Jersey Watershed Watch Network and develop an understanding of how to start their own 
water quality monitoring program using the Lopatcong Creek Watershed as a case study.  
 

• What the HABs is going on? What causes, and how to prevent harmful algae blooms. 
Dr. Steve Souza 
This session will cover the principal drivers and triggers of Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) in New 
Jersey’s lakes and reservoirs. Dr. Souza will introduce the science and explain what sparks an 
advisory, how a bloom is monitored, and what measures can be taken to mitigate its recurrence.  
 

• Acting locally to protect your rivers. 
Alex Ambrose & Jen Coffey 
This workshop will help local officials learn how to implement protections for riparian buffers in 
their community. Riparian buffers, also known as stream buffers, are the most environmentally 
effective and economically efficient way to protect your rivers and streams. Having the strong 
local ordinances in place can make measurable differences in your drinking water quality. Come 
learn about how local officials can save money and lead the way in the fight for clean water. 


